 From: [DELETED] IU TASS ‘05 

 Re:   Evaluation/Comments

 Date:  August 15, 2005
Having taught a session of  TASS  in the second year of the program in 1994, I  knew that I would like to do it again. That experience, I said then and now, was one of the most gratifying that I have had as a professor.  I found the students to be engaged, intellectually curious, and for the most part, trying to avoid the cynical slide toward mediocrity that was too fast becoming  the norm at that time. I praised Telluride for  establishing this program targeting a national pool of high achieving minority students  from diverse backgrounds and I have remained one of its staunchest fans.  In the eleven years since 1994, I have seen the program grow and expand and that is a good thing. 
This year, our seminar, Films of  the African American Experience: An Introduction to Film Studies, was  both exciting and fulfilling on a personal level. To see students  develop and hone  their talents in a supportive environment  of similarly motivated (mostly) African American students created a community of  purpose.  In six  short weeks we  felt that we met our objectives of equipping students with a basic understanding of the language, structure, and fundamental concepts of film, while encouraging the critical consumption of visual culture through an intensive exploration of the history and development of African American film.  I thought it was particularly helpful to students that we, after providing them with clear guidelines, required them to maintain a  journal.  On Fridays, they shared and commented upon each others ideas and reflections from the assigned readings, lectures, and screenings.  These sessions proved to be spirited and  offered absolutely  engrossing discussions that covered  film language and formal elements, but most specifically , the socio-cultural manifestations  of film  history and culture and its import  in our society.  The journals also served as writing exercises, which we collected and critiqued (no grades, but extensive comments and criteria of  check, check plus, check minus, or  plus -the highest- to mark progress).  This along with the scene analysis,  five page paper , and  final project, provided ample opportunity to  chart their progress in critical thinking and writing. 
       While all the students were endearing in some way, I noticed  a wide gap in their academic readiness.  Of course, there will always be students that stand out in any group, but I don’t recall such a wide gap in preparedness in 1994. 

Another difference from 1994 was the relatively similar socio-economic  profile, with students of lower economic strata  decidedly underrepresented.   I have mixed feelings about this. Surely, these students need  and deserve this opportunity,  and no one complains about the  plethora of  programs and institutionalized privilege  that continue to  accrue to the white uppercrust, making them  the primary candidates for  an ivy league education.  So  it has always been about class privilege.  However, I  fear that we are leaving behind a group of deserving, but needy students who have no one to advocate for their inclusion in such programs because  they inhabit under resourced schools and communities. 
I know Telluride cannot take on the responsibility for this societal problem, but I do think  the Association should  at least  have a conversation about  the long range effect of this present trajectory . One striking example from this year, is a young man who was one of the few  in our class from a lower socio-economic background. He has promise and talent, but had neither the mentoring nor the skill set  that  some of the others arrived  carrying in  their knapsacks.  It took him longer, but by summer’s end, he had made tremendous progress, especially in his writing—perhaps more than some of the other students  who arrived more prepared.  I worry that  there are so many more like him who simply do not get this opportunity because their potential is not recognized,  and no one speaks  up for them. 

Food for thought?     


On a different subject,  I feel that  we were blessed with tremendous tutors this year—[DELETED]-- who went above and beyond the call.   Their 24-7 jobs defy description. They helped us in class by  copying  and distributing class material, taking part in class discussions, and  working with individual students on their writing. In addition they handled well all the social functions, and the incalculable peaks and valleys associated with  managing a group of very feisty teenagers.  They were wonderful, but  it was at times, very stressful for them.  I would recommend that  arrangements be made for more of the logistical aspects of the program—arranging transportation, managing a budget, providing a  campus liaison, be  handled by a paid  resource assistant  to give the tutors more contact time with their first priority—the students. 
I arranged  for  several campus representatives to meet with the students, including the prestigious Wells Scholars Program representative and  for the local newspaper to visit our class.  The result of the latter was a front page story on the program, that created some buzz  around town. 

We are fortunate to have TASS and the commitment that  the Telluride Association has  continually shown to the program at Indiana, and now Michigan. 

I can only hope that  the program will continue to  thrive and  to make its life altering impact on these young peoples lives. 
Sincerely,

[DELETED]
Associate Professor 
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